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June 1 / Administration of George Bush, 1989

Director for European and Soviet Affairs;
evangelist Billy Graham; Raymond Seitz,
Assistant Secretary of State-designate for
European Affairs; and Marie Burke, a For-
eign Service officer murdered while serving
in the US. Embassy in London.
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White House Statement on the
Anniversary of the Signing of the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty With the Soviet Union

June 1, 1989

One year ago today, on June 1, 1988, the
President of the United States and the
President of the Soviet Union exchanged
the instruments of ratification bringing into
force the intermediate-range nuclear forces
(INF) treaty, the first in history to bring
about actual reductions in nuclear arsenals.

The goal of the INF treaty—the complete
elimination of INF missile systems under
conditions of strict verification—is being ac-
complished. Since the summer of 1988,
when eliminations began with the destruc-
tion of a Soviet S5-20 at Kapustin Yar and
an American Pershing II at Longhorn,
Texas, both sides have continued to elimi-
nate INF missiles, launchers, and support
equipment in the presence of inspectors
from the other side.

The achievement of the INF treaty was a
signal victory for NATO solidarity and polit-
ical resolve and a contribution to greater
security for our allies. It established the
long-held alliance principles of asymmetri-
cal reductions to reach equality of forces,
and effective verification as essential com-
ponents of arms control agreements. These
principles remain keystones of our ap-
proach to arms control.

The agenda ahead is even more challeng-
ing as we move forward with NATO’s con-
ventional force proposals and the Presi-
dent’s initiative this week for added reduc-
tions. Further, we seek stabilizing reduc-
tions in strategic arsenals and increased reli-
ance on strategic defenses and a truly
global and effective verifiable ban on chem-
ical weapons. We will spare no effort to
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achieve agreements that will reduce the
risk of war and strengthen the foundations
for peace.
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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater
on the Funding of the Landsat Satellite
Program

June 1, 1989

The President today announced he had
approved funding for continued operations
of Landsat satellites 4 and 5 and for the
completion and launch of Landsat 6. The
President’s action endorsed a recommenda-
tion from the National Space Council,
chaired by Vice President Dan Quayle. The
“President also directed the National Space
Council and the Office of Management and
Budget to review options with the intention
of continuing Landsat-type data collections
after Landsat 6.

Landsat, which takes detailed photo-
graphs of the Earth, is the US. Govern-
ment’s civil, space-based, land-remote sens-
ing program. Landsat-type imagery data is
important for such applications as global
change research, environmental monitor-
ing, law enforcement, natural resource esti-
mates, national security, and a variety of
private sector uses. In addition, Landsat
provides a visible symbol of the U.S. com-
mitment to, and leadership in, the use of
space for the common good.

Over recent years, it has become increas-
ingly evident that commercializing the
entire Landsat program would not be feasi-
ble until at least the end of the century.
Since earlier government planning was
based on commercializing the entire pro-
gram, the absence of near-term commercial
viability threatened continuity of Landsat
and jeopardized continuity of Landsat data.
The National Space Council, at its first
meeting on May 12, recommended the
action endorsed by President Bush today.

Continued operation of Landsat 4 and 5
will require an additional $5 million in FY
89 and $19 million in FY 90. Cost of com-
pletion and launch of Landsat 6 by 1991 has
already been included in the Commerce
Department budget.
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